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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Tun following leller was wrillen by 4 
Gentleman of Devonſhire, 0 an old 


and nimate friend in this cily, and was intended 


ec uni ted and carneſt requeſes of many reſpettable 
PHPerſons who have peruſed it, and who are of oh- 
nion, that it may operate as a pleaſing antidote ts 
the concealed, but deadiy poiſon of Mr. Madan's 
| ferformance. The charaiter of the author would 
add weight both to his wit and his arguments, 
were we permitted to make it known. But {fuck _ 
as ever been his inſuperable modeſty, and fo 


great tas love of retir ement and Privacy, that 20 : 


 gerfwaſions could prevail with him to permit us 10 


© publiſh his name, though he gave this reluflant 


conſent lo the publication of his letter, The rea- 


der uull eafoly perceive, that it is not the deſign 
of this little piece formally to confule Mr. Ma- 


dan's ſolemn ſophiſtry and grimace, but merely 
Dy a little well pointed ridicule, as well, as anzu- 
ment lo expoſe his laſcivious ſy yſtem. 


A 2 A 


merely to afford alittle private amuſement. Ii is 
Sgioto preſented to the public, in compliance with 


N e 


4 direft and full confulation of Mr. Madan's 
performance, may however be ſhortly expected, 
(we are happy io be able to aſſure the public) from 
the author of the admirable critique on that work, 
lately publiſhed in the Monthly Review. In the 
mean time the curious will meet with many things 
upon the ſubject worthy of their attention, in Dr. 
Patrick Delany's *T reatiſe on Polygamy, who 
has fully proved, that population is by no means 


; encreaſed by it, either in Perha or Turkey 
where it moſt prevails, | 


Briſtol, March 19, 1781. 


+ The lac celebrated Dean of 1 Down | 


5 O | R D. * 


Dear Sin, 


OU wiſh to bene my n of Mr. 


| Madan's late publication on marriage 


2 polygamy. As far as I can judge of it, 


I know of no book publiſhed ſince my re- 
membrance, eſpecially under the pretend- 


ed ſanction of religion, which ſeems to have 
a more dangerous tendency. For the author 
| himſelf, I have the charity to ſuppole that 
bis brain may be ſomewhat mal aſſortie or de- 
rangee, as the French call it, in plain Eng- 


_ liſh crack d; but for the book I have no 


charity at all. I think it deſerves to be 


burnt by the hands of the common hang- 


man, as inimical to good morals, and to 
the 
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the peace and welt of ch ail 8 | 
ſociety. 1 fay it deſerves this; though I 
ſhould be far from wiſhing the ſentence put 
in execution, as it might only conduce to 


the book's being more noticed. and read, 
and conſequently doing more miſchief. The 
beſt treatment of it may be, to let it Aide 
as ſoon as Penne into 


— 


Th' oblivious gulph! the chaos dark and' deep! 
Where the Jong toils of learned dunces __ 


Pray do you know, eier 1 5 Rev, 


Dela hath a wife living ? Becauſe * . 
talks ſo feelingly about the poor man's 
grinding in mola afinaria, i. e. the aſss 
mill during life;“ which would make one 
ſuſpect, that he had ſome Xantippe for the 


Heſh of his fleſh, and the bone of his bone, 
whom he would wiſh effeQually to humble, 
It may be objedted, that Mr. Madan in 


5 pleading for Polygamy, mult act on princi- 
ples entirely difintereſted, as he doth not 
claim this privilege for himſelf and his 
Reverend breihren, but ſor the Laity only. 
So ͤ ſome ſeem to underſtand him. But 1 
wonder at their i inattention; he knew better 


what a 


| 4 


what he was about. Tis true, while he 


would underſtand St, Paul's injunftion, 5 that 
a biſhop ſhould be the buſband of one wife,” 


to carry in it a tacit allowance of Polygamy 
' to the Laity, he is obliged by his argument 
to acknowledge, that the Biſhop is hereby 


prohibited from being, a Polygamiſt, But 


he quickly recovers his ground, and that 
with admirable dexterity. ** Not,” ſays he, 


* that it was ſinful in one more than in 


another, but this was a prudential caution in 
' that diſtreſſed and infant ſtate of the church 
chat church for whoſe regulation St. Paul 
wrote. But the church for whoſe edification 
Mr. Madan writes being in very different 
_ circumſtances, not infant and diſtreſſed, but 
full- grown and flouriſhing, the reaſon and 
the prudential caution ceaſe together; and it 
not being more ſinſul in one than in the 


other, Mr. Madan and his Reverend brethren 
remain in full poſſeſſion of this ineſtimable 


| privilege edualy with the Lag. Bur it 


may be doing ſome ſervice to the female 


cauſe, which is in this affair peculiarly and 


deeply intereſted, to lay Mr. Madan's ſcheme 


alittle open, and diſcover its latent deſign; 
oo which 
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8 1 
which is indeed no other than a dangerous 
and artful plot, to overturn the lawful em- 


pire of the female ſex in their families, and 
deprive them of all the rights, privileges, 


liberties and immunities, which they have 


poſſeſt in the domeſtic ſtate in this country, 
from time immemorial. This will plainly 


appear, when the following paſſages are du- 


ly conſidered. He ſays, “ It is to be fear- 
ed, that there are not a few females; who 
(like other monopoliſts) take the advantage . 
of the poor huſband's ſituation to uſe him, aa 


they pleaſe; and this for pretty much the 


lame reaſon, why the aſs in che fable inſult- 
ed and kicked the poor old Lion, becauſe it 


is not in their power to reſent it as they 


| ought.” ; By the way, what a coarſe, vulgar, 7 | 


and ungracious alluſion is this! 'Fie upon 


you Mr. Madan! Fie upon you, Mr. Ma- 
dan! What compare a foft and delicate lady 
to an aſs! And a kicking-afs too! How in- 
decent the idea! In order then io take 


down the high ſpirit of theſe females, and 


keep their heels, I ſuppoſe, under due go- 


vernment, he would introduce Polygamy; Uh 


: which, he thinks, would have an excellent 


FN.” „„ effekt, 


Lol 


ges, even if it were dilly held up in ter- 
rorem; (like a birch hung full in view to 
check the froward humours of a naughty 
boy) not duly conſidering, that Polygamy, 
if once permitted, would affect, not theſe 
high ſpirits only, but the ſex in general. 
Fo: puniſh the faults ef a few, all are to be 
made liable to ſuffer, the beſt, as well as the 
worſt, at the will of a cruel, or a capricious, 
or an inconſtant huſband. Such are Mr. 
Madan's liberal and enlarged ideas of juſtice 
and humanity! Now, in order to eſtabliſh 
this his doarine, he takes for his text the 
ſtory of King Ahaſuerus, which in ſhort is 


this. King Ahaſuerus, being merry with 


vine, (in plain Engliſh, half drunk) as tis 


no wonder, after ſeven days continued feaſt- 


ing, and conſequently not having the due 
exerciſe of his reaſon, (as the ſequel moſt 
plainly proves) ſends an: order to Queen 
' Vaſhti, to appear with her royal croun and 
robes on, that he might ſhew her beauty to 
his princes and gueſts. Queen Vaſnhti, who 


| ſeems io have had becoming ſentiments of 


female modeſty, and what was due to the | 
1 honor and delicacy of her ſex, excuſes her- 
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; ſelf from being exhibited, as a public "ry 5 
| tacle, to a ſet of carouſing ſots. Hereupon, 
King Ahaſuerus, in the heat of his wrath, 


and of his wine, and with the advice of his 
wiſe· men, then with him in full council af- 


ſembled on the important buſineſs of—the 
glaſs and botile, and who by this time, no 
doubt, were as far gone as bis Majeſty ; 
iſſues forth a decree, ſuch as one might 


reaſonably expeft. from a: drunken council - 
10 deprive. Queen Vaſhti of her: 
royal dignity, and ſubſtitute another i in her 


room; for a behaviour, which the King. 
when he came to his ſober ſenſes, ſhould 
have approved. rather than condemned, and. 
only have blamed his own want of prudence: 
and decorum. But the decree was paſt, and 
could not, (according to the wiſe conſlitu- 
tion. of the Medes and Perſians) be revoked. | 


The King however had his remedy at hand, ; 
poor Vaſhti had none. Excuſe me, Mr. 
Madan ! Your expreſſions of commiſeration 
are all laviſhed upon the 3 man. Not 


: one, that 1 meet with, for the woman. 
Excuſe e then, if 1 y again—poor 


Vaſhti! I 


- 


ha Now 


3 1 7 


Now this example of Heathew kingi in ils 
cups, Mr. Madan gravely propoſes as a mo- 
| del for his Chriſtian huſband to copy after. 
| Should his Vaſhtidecline immediate compli- 
ance with any of his orders, however wrong, 
unreaſonable, and indelicate, and whather 
iſſued in a ſober or a drunken mood, be 


ſhould then avail himſelf of this his privi- 
lege of Polygamy. And Mr. Madan thinks 
it a hard caſe, chat the law will not permit 


bim to do it. How much,“ ſays he, 


„would it make the huſband look like 
à man, the lord of his wife, the ſovereign of 
his family, if he were permitted by the laws 


of the realm, (Be thankful, ladies, that the 


| laws of the realm are not as yet likely to 


be new modelled by Mr. Madan) to ſay to 
an undutiful Vaſhi, come thou no more be- 


ſore me, I will give my hand, and thy join- 
ture to another, that is better than thou.” 


This, I allow, would be a truly old Lion- 


Uke behaviour to the poor trembling aſs, 
hanging g down her ears; but whether it would 
be ſo very manlike, as Mr. Madan ſuppoſes, 

I much queſtion. At leaſt the ideas I have 

formed of a man, do not coincide with thoſe 
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of this author. And now, ladies the plot i is 
laid open The vile and dark and danger- 
ous plot, which this bold contriver, not 


having the fear, nor the love of woman be- N 


fore his eyes, and inſtigated by—no good: 


angel, you may be ſure, hath formed againſt 


you. No leſs than high treaſon againſt the 
female ſtate, to render you abſolute ſlaves 
to every whimſy, and caprice of an imperi- 
ous, an unreaſonable, or a drunken hus- 
band, in terror of being deprived at once of 


every domeſtic privilege, for every light 


or even imaginary offence, to ſee another 
put in poſſeſſion of them, and to loſe your 
jointure to the bargain !'You are not only to 
| undergo the keeneſt mortification, a wo- 
man of ſenſibility can feel, that of ſeeing 


another uſurping your place in your hus- 


| band's boſom affections and family, while 


you are reduced to the ſtate of a lighted | 
outcaſt and vaſſal during his life, but you 


are to be ſtarved too after his death! On 


what principle of equity | our : Reverend g 
legiſlator would found this his ne W law, he 


doth not ſay, nor can I gueſs, It ſeems 


indeed 


10 


. to be a bright diſplay of Mr: Madan's 
humanity, originating from the ſuper- 
abundance of his loving - kindneſs to the 


tender ſex.“ But this revenge beyond the 


grave is carrying the matter much too far, 


good Mr. Madan! and betrays a ſpirit more 


| ſuited to a Reverend aber e than to 
n N a Pro- 


* Vo Mr. Madan has 15 ſhameleſs par ang to 
palm himſelf upon the public as the ParRO and PRO - 
© TECTOR of the female ſex ! None ſurely but whores and 


rogues can imagine themſelves under any obligations 10 
bim; nor indeed they neither, For however agreeable it 


may be, as it moſt certainly 1 is, both to the law of nature and 


the law of God, that every man whether married or un- 
| married, ſhould be obliged to maintain thoſe whom he ſe- 
_ duces, yet that a man becauſe he has ſeduced, ſay fifly or 


a hundred poor thoughtleſs girls, {hall be obliged to make | 


| them all his wives, or have a right to keep them all for 
life in durance vile, provided he allows them bread and 


Vater ſo as to prevent their ſtarving, or turn them over to 


ſtarvation when grown old ſhould they happen to di ſoblige 


him, or to have them hanged ſhould they preſume to elope 


from him, and enter into other connections by which they 


might become uſeful to ſociety, though he held no matris 
| monial commerce with them himſelf—are ideas more worthy 

a brute than a man. And yet this is the actual ſcheme, 
as any one may be convinced that will take the pains to read 


his tedious performance, of this par RON and PROTECTOR 


| of friendleſs innocence I Blind mult they be indeed, who” 


do not ſee through the cheat. 
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a Proteſtant divine. And now, ladies, does 
not this dangerous 'innovator deſerve to 
have his ears pulled to ſome length by your 


avenging fingers, as an als himſelf, if it 


vere only for his folly, in building his ſyſtem 
on fo wretched a foundation, as mr ane 


ſtory of King Ahaſuerus? 
Mr. Madan is pleaſed to rank a vile, who 


would keep her huſband all to herſelf among 


the: monopolills.—In the name of common 


ſenſe then, what muſt that man be called, 
who not contented with one wife, would in- 
groſs to himſelf from two to tenor ten 
dozen, as might happen, pleading a licence 


to his inſatiable deſires, limited by no 


- bounds whatſoever, but his circumſtances 
and ability of maintaining them? Doth Mr. 
Madan here att by the fairer and weaker 
half of his ſpecies, and as weaker, the more 
entituled to his protettion and indulgence, 

by his Savior's golden rule, of doing to 
others as he would be done by? Matt. vii. 
11. Would he think it a reaſonable and 
equitable conſtitution to be obliged to ſhare. 


the duty, and the affettion of the wiſe of 
"his boſom, „ with iwo, or ten, or wen more 


ol 


£ 


[6s 1 
of his own ſex? Mr. Madan may quibble, 
and wriggle;, and diftinguiſh as much as he 
pleaſes; but neither common ſenſe, nor 


equity, nor humanity will admit of any 
ſuch differences and diſtindtiops here, nor 


that benevglent goſpel, which. enjoins the 


| huſband © to love his wife even as himſelf.” 
. Epheſ. v. 33. A Caſuiſt who ſhould attempt 


to reconcile Mr. Madan" 8 ſcheme, with all 
its natural and unavoidable conſequences, | 


with theſe two precepts of. the Chriſtian re- 


ligion above quoted; would I think, be em- 
ployed in much the ſame hopeful buſineſs, 
as a perſon who: ſhould take it into his head : 
to make two. circles touch each other in all 
points, or two. parallel lines to meet in a 
common center. A Reverend brother of _ 
5 Mr. Madan' $, an and he too, famous in his day, 3 
_ - though in another walk, made the. world 
merry by an inadvertent and unlucky blun- 
der in bis expreſſion about the meeting of 
theſe ſame parallel lines; but I am much mis- 


taken if Mr. Madan, bath not made full as: 


great blunders in his theory, and that with 
all ſerious deliberation. Chriſtian purity, 


and a Turkiſh ſeraghio (one mode of Poly- 


gamy) 


7M 
5 | 
Y 
+0 | 
© F 
10 
1 
1 
{1 Y 
14 

- 1 
|: 
is 


_— I — 
— 3 She by : <> —— * _ 
— — —— OI r — N 8 e — — 
— — 1 
=s « 


—— on a 
— 


—— 


5 

— —Aæb. — 2 * 
2 * 

— — 0 . 


= - - 2 — 
„%ũbEü So gt er rs 
ba he a wa —— * 

het 


CO ID 433 
* —— Es 


— — 


ERIE tore ry — — — — EC IEICE 
— . ̃] . , ener et 
* — ge — I re rr eo oe - 


1 


1 6 1 


gamy) are two diverging lines if there be 


any ſuch in the world, and yet on Mr. Ma- 
dan's ſcheme, which would repreſent the 
Chriſtian religion and unlimited Polygamy 
1 conſiſtent, theſe two. diverging lines * 
meet in a common center. 2 : 


©: novus 5 ationito . N orbi "| 
Vel Sadduceis, et dic, væ! væ Phariſzzis,* 3 
Hæe Ine temnant tua ſunt miracyla Madan! 


And who but Phariſees and Sadducees can 
be unbelievers when Mr. Madan gives ſuch 
gy firiking proofs of his apoſtleſhip? 


While this author thinks that his favorite Z 


enen would have an excellent effect 


in bringing down the high ſpirit of the fe- 


males he talks of, I believe he is much de- 


ceived. If a wife has ill-humors, envy and 
jealouſy, which are the natural conſequences 


of Polygamy would not have much tendency 


to ſweeten them; but rather aggravate the 
diſorder, and even bring it on, where it 


did not before exiſt. Nor could the effects | 
which this mutual envy and jealouſy muſt 


Ls mY in his family, contri- 


2:51 . + : |  bute- 
* Mr, Madan' 5 oppoſers fo ſo al, of whom hereafter, 


L 7 1 


bute much one ſhould think to increaſe the 


comfort of the huſband. The famous tra- 


gic poet Euripides was 1n the beginning of 
his time called the woman- lover, in the latter 
the woman-hater, | Whence this change 
from one extreme to the other i þ Aulus Gel- 
lius will let us into the ſecret; from whom 
ue learn, that Euripides, to increaſe his 


matrimonial comforts, took unto himſelf 


two wives, (the laws of Athens then permit- 


ting it in a peculiar exigence of the ſtate) 


and theſe wives ſo confoundediy plagued 
bim, as to raiſe in him ſuch a fixt averſion 
to the whole ſex, as at length procured him 
the latter odious appellation. I have read 
too of a Heathen philoſopher, no leſs a man 
indeed than the celebrated Socrates, who 
(at the ſame time, and taking advantage of 
the ſame law) married two wives alſo. What 


was. the conſequence ? Why, they were 


never at peace themſelves, nor would 


ſuffer him to be at peace. *Twas no- 


thing but pouting, finding fault, diſput- 8 
ing, ſcolding, ſcratching, cuffing and pul- 
ling caps from morning to night. And 


if ever he preſumed to intergale. to keep 
0 the 
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the” peace, 7% truce edle com- 
menced between them, and they fell upon 
him with united fardes. {Bleffed life Mr. 
: Madan!) 80 the poor man had notbing left 
but lence. and patience. How well this lat- 
ter virtue of his was exerciſed, and to what 
: degree improved f in this ſchool of wives, 
may appear from the following anecdote. 
; One day his Xantippe had ſcolded him fair- = 
J out of the 'bouſe, © Not fatisfied with that, 
he's ran up ſtairs, opened the widow, and 
poured the contents of a chamber-pot upon 
| | his head. One of his friends who happen- 5 
en ed to be 4 ſpedlator of the comedy, afked 
0 him, et how he could bear ſuch treatment 8 
The 900d f man wiping his perfumed locks and = 
drippitg beard, meekly replied, „Why you 
f know why friend, that after thunder frequently 
_ comes a fhower.” Now if it were right for 
the civil tayiſitite to take eogniſance of 
N mere opinions, I think the beſt puniſhment 
mW that could be inflicted on Mr. Madan for 
1 his offence againſt the female ſex in parti- 
| cular, and the: welfare of ſociety in general, 
4 would be, to oblige him to put his on doe- 
bo trine into praQtice and marry a patriarchal 
number 
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| number. of. wives, A round dozen of 
ſpouſes altogether, would, I doubt not, ſoon 
. make him out of. conceit (ay polygamy, 
and wiſh: he had Prov his Pinne 
into the Bree... ,..<.; 
That Mr. Madam a dofrines. of marriage 
and polygamy would really have an evil 
influence on ſociety and, morals, were they 
generally to prevail, is à truth ſq evident as 
aeppears to me to want no formal proof. 
Few I believe, beſides himſelf, and ſame 
others perhaps of bis ſond admirers, will 
diſpute, it. His notions of marriage indeed 
1 do not at preſent chuſe to meddle with. 
They, are too dirty for my handling.. Iam 
ſomeybat of 4 the diſpoſition of thaſe animals 
_ who loye to. keep their furs clean, and have 
an ayerſion to mud and mire. : Mr, Madan 
himſelf acknowledges, that his dactrines are 
table to be much abuſed ; but he pleads 
* the, cauſe of | truth.” Truth muſt be 
ſpoken, and that, openly and boldly, wich- 
ont regard 10 eapſequences. Now as 1 
verily believe ng truth of a religious or moral 
kind, hath. a, natural. tendency. to do any 
e Wa to ſociety; or 10 individuals, but 


5 1 


4 Cri, — 
4 
* = 


* gr, tt Ie od LC nere 3 
* GS 


r 1 


An OT — ———— —— - 5 Sen 


2 
« . 


. Bs 


. 
<7 3 4 hey 


—_— — 


— . 7 51h — 32. ä — ——— = — ain oi 
———_— — 2 — 


— 
e 


1 2 CI 
* Th as 2 
- EEE * 
<>” W's To ST OE IRS 
—— ” * - ; = 


* 
*** . 
ee 


—— 
"x 


att. PTR 3 


„ — 
— —— 
J — 
* . 


L 20 1 


on | the contrary, to promote the welfare of 
both, though it may be accidentally abuſed 
—ſo I would willingly allow any perſon” to 


alt upon this maxim with regard to ſuch. 


truths, in its fulleſt extent, and without any 


limitations whatſoever, provided, that be 


would firſt demonſtrate that he had bona | 
fide found out truth, and that he himſelf is 


infallible and cannot miſtake her. But if 


he cannot do this, then I am humbly of 
opinion, that ſome cautjon and diffdence 


In this matter might not be improper or un- 
becoming. Truth is a coy bird, and not 


ſo eafily caught as ſome people may imagine. 
There is an impoſtor which frequently 


aſſumes her ſhape and feathers, and de- 


geives the heated imagination of ſelf. 
| opinionated authors. Many a learned man 


hath ſpent many a laborious day, and many 


a wakeful night, and ſcratched his head and 
bit his pen times without number, hath been 


at great expence af thought, of toil, of ink, 


of paper, and of candle-light, in ſearch of 
truth. After a long tedious ſearch, perhaps : 

he thinks he has caught the melodious ſnow 

white ſwan by the tail—and is e to > cry 


out, like Abb in he; joy and exul- 


tation of his heart, . wgne! arg! 1 have | 
her! I bave her!“ — But lo! when his 


| acquiſition has been brought to a proper 


light, and examined, it hath turned out 
after all to be no other than an > aukward 


e grey gooſe! 
I mean not to diſcourage a ſerious ſcarch 


after truth, nor openly and freely ſpeaking 


it when found. But I would have an au- 


thor propoſe his notions, eſpecially if they 
are uncommon, and contrary to the gene- 
rally prevailing opinions of wankind, with 
that diffidence and modeſty, which become 
a human being, who with all the. wit, and ? 
wiſdom and learning he may poſſeſs, is 
after all a fallible creature and by no 
means with a bold defiance to, and arro- 


gant contempt of all thoſe who may differ 


from him, and as it were with peremptory 
requiſitions to them to aſſent and conſent to 
his articles of faith by his own authority 


enatted and eſtabliſhed, under the moſt 
heavy penaliy on refuſal of being conſigned 


over without fo much as a hearing, or the 
5 common forms of trial, to the ſet of the 
Phariſees | 


Mc” 424 __ mY 7 n - A _ 1 y 
IT 2 ” 3 r . oa © 4 V2 ., of 1 2 8 . 
wb; hs os" n = Mr EE ER. — * ** ö . & 
GT on neo Tanga . ens bo. 
4 . » _ d Cm — 5 # ks 5 - N 

- * * 


Dom N 
— r — - 


n 
I 


: Phariſees or of AY n under 
one of theſe two denominations (if J rightly 
underſtand him) thoſe who oppoſe Mr. Ma- 
dan muſt rank themſelves. | Of the two I 
ſuppoſe they may chule which they | like beſt, 
it may be much the ſame to bim, but he 
f ſeems to leave them no other choice. . : But 
Mr. Madan! Hear me patiently, a few 
words. Though you. may be poſſeſt of all 
wiſdom, and all truth, do they . diſcharge 
you from, all obligations to the practice of | 
, bymilizy and candour ? Do they, authorize 
yon to fix on thoſe. that oppoſe. you the op- 
; probrious names of Phariſces and Sadducees, 
and diſppters of this world? Sounds, which 
to many religious ears carry Twi them the 
ene i, that | is evil! 3 
i ——— all monſtrous, all prodigious things 
Abominable, unutterable, and worſe” 
Than fables yet have feign'd, or fear conceiv'd, 
. eren e and inn dire! 
£16 90-1457 © 11161 Miurox. 7 
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\ Surely you a haze beer leecived Mr . Ma- Y 


. r deceived... 'Tis evident you 
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are not lo well acquainted "7, heavenly | 

truth as you fondly fancy. Some malicious 
imp of darkneſs muſt have impoſed on vou 
by aſſuming the name, the dreſs, and out- 


ward ſemblance of this angel of light. 


Mr. Madan is of opinion, and doth hot 
ſcruple in the face of the whole world to 
declare it, that his bock is One of The - 
molt intereſting publications, that have ap- 
peared ſince the days of the Proteltant re- 
h formation” It r may indeed be allowed to de 


one of the flrangeſt things if not the moſt 


ſtrange that has made its appearance in ile 


world i in the ſhape: and form of a book, fince 


| thoſe dialogues which poor Gd pub- 
liſhed at Zurich in His dotage, aged 7 6. 7 


But with reſpect to that near and inti- 
mate connection with religion which Mr. 


Madan thinks and which he would, have | 
others think it hath, 1 have my "doubts. 


Becauſe I cannot ſee, what kindred, even 
the moſt remote, his doctrines can claim 
with religion.— The chriſtian, I mean; for 


8 to the Mahometan, the conſanguinity 


is very apparent. The features are ex- 


ceeding y reſembling, and the. | likeneſs ; 


is 


L 24 ] 


is ſtriking. When one compares his te- 
nets with thoſe of Mahomet, relating to 
the ſubjeft in | queſtion o one is 5 tempted to 

3 5 b 


| 3 non omnibus una, 
Nec diverſa tamen, qualem decet eſſe. Sororum. 5 


bat! is, ATA is a \ likeneſs which freaks them 
fiſters, yet. at the ſame time a difference 
which diſtinguiſhes them from each other. 
For inſtance, Mahomet's Polygamy goes not 
beyond-number four. (Du Ryer's Alcoran, 
(4-) But Mr. Madan's inſatiable monſter, 

as I apprehend, ſets no bounds but ſuch as 
| the man's own. prudence and circumſtances 
may happen to preſcribe. 1 leave to the 
impartial to determine which is the beſt of 
the two liſters. | As to the chriſtian religion, 7 

I muſt fay again, that I cannot diſcern the 

leaſt ſhadow of reſemblance, betwixt her 
and his notions from whence to infer the 
| moſt diſtant affinity ; $ and L verily believe if ; 
| ſhe were queſtioned upon the pointſhe would 
by no means chuſe to own them for relations. 
- Hehath indeed, ſome how or other thruſt the 
venerable old lady in among them, but I 
cannot 


4 
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”y 


cannot be perſuaded that the can be i 


pleaſed with her company, or call ſuch 


cattle couſins. However this may be, I 
would not have Mr. Madan hug ſo cloſely 


to his bolom this fond imagination of the 


great importance of his work, and of his 
own importance in conſequence. His ſelf- 


love may have played him a trick hefe. 


Indeed from the ſymptoms that appear in 

5 this,” and many other paſſages of his book, 

I cannot help having a ſuſpicion that he "thy 
got a touch of that diſorder the Greek phy- 
ſicjans call «vropana,* in which the heart is 

over ſtretehed and diſtended by certain va- 


pours, which lodging in the ſtomach cauſe 


flatalencies, or aſcending to the pericra- 
nium cloud the intelleR, diſorder the fancy, 
and make the head giddy; hence proceed 
vain / imaginations, wild reveries, and all 
the various ſhapes and forms of ſelf-conceit 
and abſurdity; which haunt the poor patient 
in daily viſions and nightly dreams, to his 
gteat diſquietude, and the- diſturbance of” 
many others. If Mr. Madan be any way 
„ infected 


* "Aatomania or df-madneks the exceſs of ſelf-lov e, 
which makes a man imagine, and fay, and write, and do 


extravagant things. 
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infected with this diſtemper, I could recom. 
mend him a recipe. I do not preſume to 
rank it with Abracadabra; and ſome. other 
ancient remedies of the like kind, which 
were formerly. ſo. effectual in driving away 
evil diſeaſes and evil ſpirits, though. for 
whatever reaſon now, unhappily fallen into 
diſuſe, (unhappily I ſay, as for ought, I can 
diſcern. both evil diſeaſes and evil ſpirits 
N yet it is no deſ- 
picable remedy; I myſelf. in my own caſe 
| have experienced it ſalutary, and in the 
vindy cafes. above mentioned it is a good 
expellent. It is alſo. detergent and deob- 
ſtruent. It tends to purify the blood 
and juices "1.4 from. that 15 noxious matter 
which ingenders the vapours aforeſaid ; 
and it acts both as a preventive and as 
an alterative. It is indeed no other 
than this, When a perſon perceives 
<« any ſymptoms of this diſorder, imme- 
* diately to read the following ſtanza 


abound as much as ever) 


« ver three en and the better il 
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„Dupes 
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..* Dupes ever to our on deceit 
. + Ourſelves ingeniouſly we cheat. 
Sell. love holds up her flattering glaſs, 
f 66 To graces turns deformity ; 5 
ane? Or claps her vizor on the 8 
% And gives: us—what we With to be. 
mw Important 4 in our on vain thought 
© With cojiſcious dignity we ftrut. 
While others—(to their. own as blind,) 
7 Sneer at the aye cas, that oP: behind. 1 


*% Then / hor each and og to aſk bimſell 
* moſt ſeriouſiy — Is this my caſe?— Am 
I this dupe—this aſs?—Probatum eſt— 
Voici un petit remede, prenez le, Mon. 
Madan prenez le. Il ne vous fera point 
de mal. Il ne vous fera point de mal. 11 
eſt benin, benin. Céſt pour deterger, 
pour deterger;” (Moliere.) 75 
But to be a little more ſerious here, for b 
the ſubjedt ſeems to require it. With re- 
ſpect to the importance of his highly inter- 
eſting publication, and the good it may do, 
let him not be too ſanguine. All the think- 
ing people J have converſed with, condemn 
it, as manifeſtly and highly prejudicial to 
morality, : and the welfare of ſociety. Serious 

9 . chriſtians | 
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chriſtians are grieved; ey wil that he 
had employed his cloſet hours in works 
more agreeable to his facred character and 


profeſſion ; and which might have had a 
greater tendency t to inculcate that purity of 
heart and of liſe, which they fancy it was 
5 one of the principal ends of the goſpel to 


a promote. They have alſo as ] find 'a no- 


tion, however odd it may appear to Mr. 
| Madan, that a ſeraglio of wives, though it 
may be 4 preparation very proper for a 
; Mahometan paradiſe, is not altogether ſo 
: ſuitable a one for the Chriſtian heaven, and 


this author muſt know, that rooted preju- 


| vices are not to be overcome at once; let 
him be condeſcending then to the weakneſs 
of ſuch, and not immediately pronounce 

them either Phariſees or Sadducees. 


"Ag for'the wits, they laugh, and declare 


it one of the moſt eminent and diſtinguiſhed 5 
ablſurdities of the literary and religious kind, 


+ that have appeared ſince the days of the 


s proteſtant reformation.” None that I know. 
will thank him for it, but men of libertine 

principles and licentious inclinations, who 
vill be glad to find fo reverend a patron as 


\ 4 ; ; | ; 5 | | | 
„ ; Fn) Mr. 
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Mr. Madan) and be much obliged. to li : 
for providing for them certain ways and 
means of indulging their favourite vices, 

without thoſe ſcruples and twitches of con- 

ſcience, which they might otherwiſe occa- 

fon, —and even under the ſacred ſanQtion 
of religion idelf!—Religion! the Chriſtian! 
can ſhe favour the indulgence of inſatiable 
appetites in an unlimited polygamy, Kc. 7 
I am ſhocked at the very ſuppoſition. No, 
tis ſome falſe deity, that ſteals her name 
ſome double - formed idol like thoſe of anti- 
ent paganiſm, a ſeeming angel all above the 
waiſte, (but withdraw the veil ) and all be- 
low the goat,  _ - 

I would by no. means by mics to 
inſinuate that Mr. Madan had any really 
bad intention in his publication. I hope 
his heart was better than his head; and that 
he was not duly ſenſible of the lender foun- | 
dation on which his principles were built, 
| and their dangerous tendency. 

Authors who grow fond of a particular 
0 by potbeſis, the. child of their own brain, 
vie it with a parent's eye, and ſee in it no 
flaws nor blemiſhes, All is excellence and 
beauty ; 
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Hardouin, the]eſuit, Orbis litterati portentum, 


ſome notions ſcarcely more chimerical than 


ſome of Mr. Madan's, but much more 


 tharraleſs. He was perſuaded that moſt of 
the works aſcribed to the antient claſſic au- 
thors, and the fathers, were ſpurious. That 
| dhe comedies of 
ny par TRI, the odes of ppp: emily _ 


Terence, the hiſtories 'of 


Monks of the: Hivtteenab a W He ſaw 


chriſlian religion in Horace's Lalage, as 


plainly as Mr. Madan ſees polygamy in the 
New Teſtament. He was as much con- 
vinced of the reality of this his waking 


dream, as Mr. Madan is of the truth of his 
doftrines, that is even to demonſtration ; 


and notwithſtanding a jeſuitical recantation 
which he was: obliged to make (as the fa- 


thers and the church were concerned in the 
affair) he continued in the full perſuaſion of 
it 1ill the laſt. Yet Hardouin was a man of 


conſiderable abilities as well as learning. 


mas ſhould teach an author who advances 


noti ons 


D 3& U 


notions contrary. to the. prevailing-opini- 
ons of mankind, even the molt ſenſible, 


the moſt learned, and the moſt pious in an 
enlightened age, to proceed with modeſt 
diffidence and caution, and take cate he is 


not his own dupe; that while he fancies. he 
is reverencing the ſacred image ot truth in 


his opinions, he may not in reality be bow - 
ing down to an idol of his own forming/and-” 
_ worſhipping a calf. Whether Hardouin 
made any proſelytes to his opinion I cannot 


ſay. But Mr. Madan ſeems to think his 
dodtrines well calculated for the purpoſe; 


and that if polygamy} were permitted and 
_ encouraged in chriſtian countries, © the 
Mahomnietans and Chineſe might be induced 
to embrace the truth as it is in Jeſus.“ It 


might be gaining one point with them in- 
deed; and if Mr. Madan ever takes it in 
his head to travel: into Turkey or China as 


a miſſionary- errant to propagate his new 
goſpel, he may probably find his work 


eaſier by gtanüng them ſuch an indulgence.” 


Vet I apprekend this would not be enough. 
The Mahometans might not be willing to! 


give up their ſenſual paradiſe, and ſome 
| other 
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other poi perhaps. The Chineſe alſo” 
muſt be allowed the idolatrous worſhip we 
their anceſtors. By giving up this latter 
point to them, the Jeſuits formerly made 
many converts, and even almoſt perſuaded” , 
Emperor Camhi to be a'chriſtian. But the 
other miſſionaries being more honeſt than 
Vviſe, oppoſing them on this head; the har- 
veſt was ſpoiled. Camhi was offended; the 
miſhonaries were baniſhed and chriſtianity 
proſcribed. How Mr. Madan in ſuch a 
caſe would manage theſe matters with his 
new converts I cannot tell. But there are 
certainly ſome other perſons, to whom his 
new improvement of chriſtianity would ren- 
der it much more acceptable—the numer- 
ous tribe of free-thinkers and free-livers in 
this country, "whoſe principal objektion to 
the golpel-1 1s, that it is too pure for them. 
They might de prevailed upon to embrace g 
the truth as it is in Mr; Madan's goſpel. 
But of ſuch converts, and ſuch methods of 
_ converſion, 1 have no opinion, as I think 


neither of them would be any honour to the . 


chriſtian religion ; nor ſhall, I believe, think 
ccheruiſe, till Mr. Madan exhibits ſome 
better 


£993) 


better proofs oF bis ap6ftleſhip.* The defign | 
of chritianity ſurely was not to give a looſe 
td the inordinate paſſions of men, but to 
reſtrain them. To purify their deſires, to 
refine, and to exalt Their affections. And 
the more ſhe is made to conform to their 
"ſenſual inchinations, the more ſhe loſes of 
her genuine beauty and divinity, Indeed 
Mr. Madan, permit me to ſay that religion, 
as you bave new' modified and new-dreſſed 


her, does not come out of your hands with 


ſo cleanly an appearance as one could wiſh; 


but bearing too much reſemblance of thoſe 


e ghſcene'and dirty gods * of the houſe of 
Ifrael,“ of whom Ezekiel ſpeaks, c. 8. v. 10. 
or to the repreſentation given us of the hea- 
chen Jupiter Stercoreus, in the following | 
verſe aſcribed to e ; Pao wil rye = 
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5 his many 1 rare diſcoveries, IL. could make 
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que diſcovery to himi in return; well enough 
known to many others, but it may. be new 
to him, as he does not appear to have the 
leaſt idea of it, viz. that though the indul- 
gence of ſenſual deſires in variety may be 


beſt anſwered by polygamy, yet that genu- 


ine affection, and that ſympathy which, con- 
ſtitute the true happineſs of a matrimonial 


union, can ſubſiſt between two perſons only; 
and though a man may take many wives 


into his boſom, he can have but one wife 


95 of his boſom. And for this reaſon, becauſe 
men and women are rational, moral, and 
ſocial beings and Not beaſts. This impor- 
tant circumſtance, ſomehow or other, hath 
ſlipped Mr. Madan' s attention through the 


whole affair. Had he begun with demon- 


frating. that men were. only brutes, or that 
women had no ſouls, all would have. been | 
well enough. Whether he would be able 
to comprehend this diſcovery, I know not; 


as he ſeems to want that faculty which i is 


abſolutely neceſſary to comprehend it tho- 
Toughly—a moral taſte,” St. Paul ſeems to 


have underſtood this perfectly well, Eph. 


12 28. 33. And old Plutarch (though no 


chriſtian 


_ 
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bh divine) ſomewhere fays, ith: ex- 
preſſions and ideas very ſimilar to thoſe of 
St. Paul, that the huſband ought to poſ- 


eſs his wife as the ſoul doth the body, with 


an intimate union of affeQtion and ſympa- 
 thy.”* But a man can no more maintain 


this | intimate union of affeftion and' ſympa- 


. thy with many wives, than the ſoul can 


animate and ſympathize with many bodies. 


In truth, Mr. Madan and his book have 
come into the world too late by more than 


two centuries, and in a very unfavourable 


| ſeaſon; Had he had the luck to have been 


born ſoon enough to have publiſhed bis 
lucubrations in the memorable days of our 
famous King Harry the eighth, both the 


book and the author might have made their 


fortunes. | That worthy Prince, when he 


was well tired with his wives, had no other 


way io get rid of them, but the clumſy me- 


thod of chopping off their heads. But had 
polygamy at that time been exhibited to the 


world; with all thoſe advantages "a 'earning, | 
and of argument, and of criticiſm, nd of 


ſeripture Poetic, and of good Engliſh, 
15 %%Ü»ö;b’d v8 
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with which 1 1 hath now, empek⸗ ; 
liſred it; King Harry might probably have 


found it a very comfortable and wholeſome 
dottrine. , It might have gaineda-firm,afta- 
bliſhment by law, both eecleſiaſtical and 


civil; (a good work which our Rev. author 


| ſeems to have much at heart“) for both his 
convocations and his parliaments were ever 
ready to ful fil his Majeſty's juſt deſires. It 


would have ſaved bim an abundance of 


trouble and expence, in finding reaſons, 
fabricating charges, preparing witneſſes and 
feeing council, behdes high courts, trials, 


executions, &e. For when he grew weary ; 


of a wife, was only to clap her back, into 
fome remote corner of his feraglio, and 
marry another with all ſpeed. He might 


then have indulged his darling paſſion for 
variety without any, limitation, and. have 


married a new, ſpouſe once a welvemonth, 


or once a half year, or once a quarter, or 
even once a month, according to his Ma- 
jelty's good pleaſure, till he had equalled 
the liſt of that derg of polygamy the great 


Solomon, 


| * ; Mr. Madan 8 his 3 & to the molt 
ſerious cenſideration of ail ons but mors We to e 
legiſlativ? payer ers.“ ; 


Hy 


"kin; -who farpalſed all the Princes of 
his time in wiſdom and in wives; and though 
in the firſt part of this his charatter, he hath 
© been rivaled in reputation by another ſon of 
David,“ {if not belied) our own all-accom- 
pliſhed King James I. yet in the latter part, 
F queſtion whether he hath been ever 
equalied fince, but may ſtill ſtand as the moſt 
enormous engroſſer of wives that is noticed 
in all the records of time. Seven hundred 
wives and three hundred concubines ! (that 
is ſecondary wives, for that good faſhion too 
might be introduced as a proper accompa- 
niment to polygamy) a royal thouſand! O 


Mr. Madan what. a glorious fight that would 7, 


have been! How would it have made your 
heart exult, and your inward parts rejoice ! 
But that glorious ſrght we are never likely 
now to fee in England. Our preſent Mo- 


narch ſeems ſo bigotted to one as to afford 


you lintle proſpeR of making a convert King. 
The golden opportunity indeed is gone! 

And this author muſt content himſelf wich 
the pleafing an moat: 0 | By the fond 


* David Rirtio, Gull fidler, 8 1 and M- 
miller of State to May Queen of Scots. 
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hope, that in ſome future age another Harry 
may ariſe — and with him another Madan !. 
Let me add one thing more, which de- 
ſerves Mr. Madan's moſt ſerious conſidera- 
tion, before he makes a ſecond applica- 
| Lion to the legiſlative powers.” That this 
is by no means a proper time for the intro- 
_ dufiion of his ſcheme in a political view. 

Involved in war with fo many enemies; 
our national expences ſo enormous; our 
national debis vaſt and increafing, it is by 
no means a proper time. He might reply, 
„granting all this, what hath it to do with 
polygamy ?” Much Mr. Madan, much 
hath it to do with polygamy. | For on 
the ſuppoſition of its legal eſtabliſhment, 
this future Harry may ariſe before you, 
| who. may be inſpired with this glorious 
ambition of rivalling Solomon in wives, 5 
not in wiſdom. For as tothe wildom, ſome | 
folks will think it rather incompatible with 
the wives, and may remark, that Solomon 
decreaſed in wiſdom. as he multiplied his 
wives, or vice verſa, multiplied his wives as 
be decreaſed in wiſdom. Leaving the wile 
dom then out of the queſtion, I fear our 
9 8 royal 


f 


4 0 


Foyal W might do as much detri-- 
Ment to his country, by afting Solomon 
without his riches, as Charles the twelfth of 
Sweden did to bis kingdom, by akting 
Alexander without his genius and his policy. 
For ſuppoſing him to have made up his 


thouſand, who is to be at the expence of 
| maintaining this nęw royal muſeum of fa- 
male rarities? The public to be ſure. - But 


no trifling ſum will be ſufficient for main- 
taining a thouſand Queens. For though 
with reſpet to far the greateſt part of them, 

their moſt gracious ſovereign. and huſband. 


| having done all his buſineſs with them, may 


be in fat indifferent how they live, or whe- 
ther they ; live at all, (another bleſſed conſe- 
_ quence. of polygamy to the poor women in 
moſt ſeraglios and barams I ſuppoſe) yet a 


regard to his own. dignity. and common de- 


ceney, vill oblige him to make a proviſion 
for them ſome way ſuitable to the quality he - 
pe conferred upon them. Now allowing 
but one thouſand a year each upon an 


average, the moſt moderate eſtimate I can 


think of (for! in truth, the favourites for the 
time enge not be contented with a paltry 
| Wann, | 


ll „ 

0 | evutand; they Müh Lhd cies have their 
Hl | ten thouſands, and their twenty thobfands,) 
U 1 ſum would amount to one million. ' Here 


[ | BEES yet on this moſt moderate computation, the 
| 
* 


1 ien "would be the addition of an annual 
Wl | million ſterling to che civil liſt, and how 
ſball it be raiſed? Whete ſhall it be raifed? 
If you ktiow Mr. Madan, pray keep it not 
à ſecret, it is wanted immediately for our. 
pteſent moft preſſing exigencies. Your 
country groans under the burden of taxes. 
The Minilters: are at their wits end for ways 
and means. Such a diſecvety would be of 
more benefit to the public than all the other 
diſecveries in your moſt' intereſting” publ. 
cation, taken all together; great aud wonder: 
ful as they are; and if you: ſhould not gain 
from your eoubtfy a ſtatue yo vould | 
furely get from the miniſter a penſibn. „ 
I T could wilh then that the legal Efablilhc 
ment of Mr. Madan's new matrimonial 
conſtitution might be deferred to a mote 
convenient ſeaſon, till that gloribus age ar- 
tives hen “ filver ſhall be” as plentiful | in 
London as the ftones in the ftreets; 1 
* nothing accourited of,” -and when Britons | 


in 
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in petfeA peace, ſliall baue nothing elfte 
to care for but to eat, and to drink, and 
to make metry, as was the happy ſtate 
of things, in the days of Solomon—or 
at leaſt, have patience Mr. Madan, fot 
your country's lake ; and ſay not one word 
more about this matter to the legiflative 
powers or to any * elle, rl the vations? 
debts.are paid. 11 4 {TG 
However 1 an under to apptebenGong 
that Mr. Madan's application to the legilla- 
tive powers, or to the people, will meet 
with, the ſucceſs that he ſeems fo ardently 
to deſire. That cannot happen till we are 
unk again into a ſtate of rudeneſs and bar- 
bariſm. For unlimited Polygamy can con- 
ſiſt only with very degrading notions of 
the ſex, and theſe degrading notions moſtly 
obtain in Wied wh harharone coun 
ie | 
When nations. geb more polilhed and 
reſined by the cultiyation of the nobler 
ſciences and arts; when an enlarged and li- 
beral manner of thinking and good taſte pre- 
vail, the ſex riſe higher in eſtimation, pro- 
er 2 is done to their- real accompliſh- 


u, 


FE. + Þ 


ments, ina they are allowed capable of ſenſe 5 
and knowledge, of generous ſentiments and 
affedtions as well as their lords and maſters;: 

and in the finer feelings of the ſoul Ones 
their ſuperiors. ; 

In the dark times of the thirteenth century, ; 


. when ignorance ant falſe ſcience ſhared the 


Way between them, and human reafon juſt 
glimmered like a ruſh-taper, ſome took it 
into their heads that women were not rea- 
ſonable, or human creatures. That prod. 
gious ſage, St. Thomas Aquinas, that eagle 
of divinity, that angelical doctor, or that an- 
gel of the ſchools, (for with theſe high titles 
was he dignified) at: whoſe immenfe erudi - 
tion and wifdom the world wondered, (while 
the preſent world wonders at their wonder? 
either ſtarted or adopted this notion, (for it 
is not certain in what brain the monſtrous 
birth was firſt conceived,) and was followed 
in it by many of the ſchoolmen. In a coun- 
eil mh at _— 0 1 Row the Provin- 
e TORT" 


If the . is 1 to ha 3 e e 1 | 
this prodigious doktor, he has only 10 read through his 


Works, in ſeventeen volumes in folio, written in a fort of 


latin which would have made Cicero flare ; but where they" 
de to ho wat with, I cannot at — inform him. 


tr 


cial council, ann. 1285) tis dai the duet. 
tion was very gravely propoſed to the Right 
Rev. the Biſhops and venerable doctors 
there aſſembled, 0 Whether women were 
human creatures?“ And it was not deter- 
mined in the affirmative, but after a long 
debate. The common argument theſe learn- 
ed wiſe-acres uſed, to ſupport their opinion 
in the negative, was this —* That nature 
always aims and deſigns to produce the moſt 
perfect thing; conſeguently ſhe would al- 
vays produce men if ſhe could; therefore 


wWuhen a woman is born, it is a defect, or 


error of nature, and contrary to her inten- 
tion.“ Or to give the queſtion as by them- 
ſelves ſtated in their own ſcholaſtic j Jargon, 
66, An Mulier fit alagriha, erratum Nature, 
mas occaſionatus, et per accidens generatur, 
atque ideo fit monſtrum ?” The ladies per- 
haps may be curious to know the plain Eng- 
liſh of this learned ſentence ; but 1 have 
ſome reaſon for not indulging them. And 
I would beg you or any gentleman of your 
acquaintance who may read it tp them not 
to give way to. their curioſity in this reſpe@. 


For in truth, it is by no means for the ho- 


— nor 
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nor of. our vite ſex, that the Tak Would | 


| know, that any of us were ever ſuch ſtupid | 


aſſes, as to imagine they were monſters. It 
had better then be kept a ſecret inter nos. 


o late indeed as the latter end of the 


ſixteenth century, when true ſcience began | 
to dawn, a book was publiſhed i in Germany, 


entituled, cc * Malieres non eſſe homines, 
i. e. women not ee which 
was aſcribed to Acidalius, n ingenious 
. young German ſcholar, bur falſely. "Her 
meeting with the manuſcript, gave it to a 
bookſeller to publiſh, whether in earneſt or 
an jeſt is not certdin. It raiſed however * 
great clamor againſt him, particularly as 
you, may ſuppole, among the females. Aci- 
dalius one day going to a feaſt, where many 
ladies were aſſembled, as ſoon as be entered 
the room, they were about to ſet upon him 
one and all, and throw the plates at his head, 


and perhaps might have ſerved him as the 
Thracian matrons did old Orpheus in days 


| of yore. In this imminent danger, fingle 


againſt an army, and ſuch enemies too 
(whoſe frowns could kill ! What then might 


their fils do 7 Acidalius ated with an he- 


roic | 
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rote „ende of mind Alick e of. * be | 


I 


thought. Knowing force to be unavailing( 
he had recourſe to ſtratagem, and begging. 
_ # moment's. audience, told them,.“ That 
he was not the author of the book; he had 
indeed read it, and myſt humbly : confeſs 
— throwing | himſelf on their: clemency and 
merey, that he was in ſome reſpeQ of the 
authors opinion, for that he thought the la- 
dies belonged rather to the angelical, than 
to the human ſpecies.” This well timed 
ſtroke of policy had its effect. The ladies 
threw aſide their anger and their arms, ſat 
down at table with him in good humor and 
drank his health. So ended this dreadful 
war, almoſt as quickly as it begun, without 
blood or damage. Happy for humankind 
could all wars end in the like manner. All 
Mr. Madan's applications to the legiſlature 
are therefore likely to prove fruitleſs, in 
_ theſe times, when the ſex have the luck to 
be thought human creatures, and reaſona- 
ble animals; and I ſee no other reſource he 
has, but to follow the ſteps of his precurſor 
of famous memory, John of. Leyden, that 
fenowned reformer, and great patron of 
"oy gamys 
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'Poljgmays: who from a ſimple taylor BY 
Himſelf a prophet, a general, a legiſlator, 
and a king, (of Iſrael.) He did not indeed 
write in defence of his doQrine, for being 
bred a taylor by profeſſion, it is a queſtion, 
as times went then whether he could write 
or read. But he did more. Having con- 
flituted himſelf the power civil and eccle- 
ſiaſtical, legiſlative, - and executive, he like 


Mahomet of old, eſtabliſhed Polygamy by 5 


his own authority, in virtue of a divine 
commiſſion; and by this means it is ſaid, 
greatly encreaſed the number, and the zeal 
of his followers. His attempt, tis true, was 
unſucceſsful. It may be ſaid of him, as hath 
been ſaid of ſome other heroes, magnis ta- 
men excidit auſis. John however, though 
a taylor, did not want wit, as appears by 
his anſwer to the Biſhop of Munſter, when 
he took him priſoner, and upbraided him 
for the damage he and his mob had done 
to the churches there and elſewhere. John 
as fully poſſeſt with the idea of the intereſting 
-nature of his performances, and conſequent- 
ly of his own importance, as Mr. Madan, 
e that if the · Biſnop would ſend. him 
through 


TT #04. 


through the towns and villages of Germany, 
and make a ſhew of him to all that ſhould 


have the curioſity to ſee him only for a 


farthing a piece, he would raiſe money 
enough, to overpay all the damages he com- 
plained of. I would: not however adviſe. 
Mr. Madan to take John of Leyden's mea- 
ſures. The times are by no means favora- 
ble for new prophets, and new goſpels. Any 
fach attempts would in all probability miſ- 
carry, and 1 could not wiſh to ſee fo Re- 
verend a gentleman carried through the 
kingdom to be made a ſhew of, to every 
one that would pay his farthing. I would 
therefore again recommend to him; filence 
and patience. What other advice to give 


him, I know not, unleſs it might be this. „ 


he is determined to publiſh another edition 
of his book, to preſent it (or at leaſt the 


. moſt ſhining paſſages of it) to the public in 


rhyme. This would give him a little more 
trouble indeed, but might anſuer ſundry” 
_ good purpoſes | | 
1. It would revive this attention of the 
public, whoſe curioſity hath ſtared at it with 
eee as at ibe exhibition of ſome 

furprifing 
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fonpridii cetttaur all alive, or ſome flyius : 


dragon, but is now pretty well fativfied. 
-2dly, It might ſomewhat-abate that foporific 


quality, which ſome complain of, in his 
Work; ſo that when his patient reader (alias 
his patient the reader) attempts a chapter, 


by the time he chas got tothe middle of it, 


he is ſeized with fo ſtrong a fit of yawning 
and ſomnolency, ias:render it impracticable 
for him io get ſto the end. Nowa few Hu- 
dibraſtic couplets and double rhymes, pro- 
perly interſperſad, might have an excellent 
effetł to prevent the inconvenience afore - 
aid. And gdly, It might obviate one 


part of an objection, made to it by a cer- 


tain peeviſſi gritic, hy. „ that it was 
neither rhyme nor:reaſon. ut this I leave L 
to Mr. Madarysmaturericonfideration. | 
In fact Mr. Madan'sifcheme ſeems to be 
"ealculated only for thoſe eaſtern regions 
"where men buy their wives; as farmers here 


do their eaiile, at ſo much per head where 


the females are trained up to beiflaves, and 
"kept as ſlaves during life — Where they are 
regarded either as mere inſtruments of plea- 
"fore, or s mere houſhald drudges and 
ad beaſls 


Coy 


peaſls of bordell. In Perfia women 118. net 
allowed to have fools. In Turkey they are 
excluded from paradiſe, but to mortiſy tem 
the more, ihey may if they pleaſe, take a hey - . 
through the grates, and fee theft h uſbanüis 
| happy in the efnbraces of their celeſtial hou- 
In order the! to effect his plan in this 
e world, Mr. Madan muff firſt ac- 
compliſſr an entire revolution in our laws, 
cuſtoms, ſentiments and manners relating” 
td the ſex, upon the eaſtern model. This 
moſt be done before he can eſtabliſh | his 
darling object, and reduce the Britiſh huſ- 
band and the Britiſh wife, to the ſtate „ 
the Turkiſh' tyrant and the Turkiſh flave. 
But would my fair countrywomen tamel, 
acquieſce in ſuch an innovation, ſhould . 
ever be attempted Z'Þ wilt anſwer for them 
hey would not. They are free: born, and 
their boſoms are yet warm with the flamé of 
Britiſh liberty. They would reſiſt with: a 
true Britiſn ſpirit, and T' doubt not with ſuc⸗ 
ceſs. There is one obheckon to this how 
ever which deſerves to be conſideted R 
is ſaid, the principles of paſſive obediner 
aden reklame now become falliibra- 
1 ο | _— ble 
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able dag prevailing even among the ladies, 

V ho are zealous in reviving and ſpreading. 

_ theſe exploded doctrines of Toryiſm. IT am 
afraid there is to much rut 
perhaps ſome ladies are the rather inclined. 
to promote theſe; dofrines with a- politic | 
view, as imagining, chat the more their huſ- 
bands are accuſtomed to paſſive obeqience 
vithout doors, the better ſubjetts they may, 
make within. But here I believe, they are 
greatly out in their politics; for i it bath been. 
juſtly, obſerved,, that they who. are moſt ty- 
rannized over by thoſe, above them; are ge- 
nerally moſt diſpoſed | to take their revenge 
dy tyrannizing over thoſe below them. But 
he truth is we muſt make a due diſtinction 
here. The paſſive principles which theſe 
Tory ladies inculcate, regard only the po- 
litical or public ſlate—not the domeſtic—not- 
their own peculiar empire. Wick reſpe& 
tg this latter, and all the privileges and im- 
munities of it, 1 dare ſay, they would ap- 
Fron themſelves as firm and zealous, as 


in it. And 


any of your ſhe-patriots of the Whiggiſn 


| ſtamp; as, bravely would they contend for 
the . and eee, ttanſmitted 
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down to them by their grand-mothers, and 


make it a point to deliver them down in- 


violate to their grand-daughters. That there 
is even in theſe Tory ladies, whatever they 
may fay, a latent principle of reſiſtance, 

' which will manifeſt itſelf in certain circum- 
ſtances, may appear from the following ſtory. 


In the days of Dr. Sacheverel, a certain 


high-church Tory lady exerted all the 


powers of her eloquence, in ſupport of theſe 


_ doftrines of paſſive obedience and non-re- 
ſiſtance, and what ſhe wanted in argument, 
ſhe made up by her poſitiveneſs and zeal, 
A friend' of her's willing to give her juſter 
notions of things, one day in converſation 


upon the point, put to her the following 


queſtions.” „Madam,“ ſays he, ſuppoſe. 
this king by right divine, ſhould ſeize your 
| huſband's eſtate by a quo warranto, and 
make him, yourſelf, and your children beg- 
gars; would you think reſiſtance unlawful ?”* 


« I ſhould have much cauſe of complaint” 
replied the lady, * but we muſt not reſiſt 


the Lord's anointed”—* But Madam,” he 


rejoined, © I will put a harder caſe ſtill, 


Suppoſe he ſhould force your ladyſhip to 
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10 bed; dont you ibink your huſhand ER 
_ Jawfully join; in refilling, ſuch a tarquin?“ 


£ The caſe you mow put” replies the lady, 
heſitating, with a dohncaſt eye, and a roſy 


bluſh, + is pngdouhtedly much harder than 
the former. But as the whole fin would be 
the King's, and as Kings are accountable to 
God only, 1 do not think my huſband could 
Jayfully vindicate his honor by violence.” 
„Well then Madam,“ ſays the gentleman, 
ler me put one caſe more. Suppoſe this 


king ſhould 'oblige your ladyſhip 10 go 
to meeting? What!“ Cries ſhe in 2 loye- 


Iy paſſion, her eyes ſparkling, her lips qui - 


vering, and her boſom heaving, Me! to 


gc to a yile ſchiſmatical Preſþyterian meei- 
ing! I'd tear bis eyes out,” (clenching and 
then ſpreading abroad ber liule ſoſt white 


fiſt) © I'd kill him or die myſelf; ſooner than 
he ſhould force me to put a foot over the 


threſhold of a conventicle,” Conventicles 
indeed in our day are out of the queſtion. 
2 But the ſtory 1 is lufficient to prove my ge- 
neral poſition, that there is in female nature, 
5 15 it be Wu or Tory, a principle of re- 
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|» Giſtance, which will ſhew itſelf, and operate 
on proper occaſions, 
I would therefore advite Mr. Madan to 
take timely warning, and hold his pen and 
his peace, leaſt he ſhould ſtir up a neſt (I 
will not ſay, as he perhaps with his uſual 


unpoliteneſs would, of Waſps or of Hornets, 
but of Bees, who while they induſtriouſly 


labour in their reſpeftive hives, to provide 
-honey for the comfort and emolument of 
| their huſbands, have alſo a ſting in readi- 
neſs for thoſe who cauſeleſsly offend them, 


I am, dear ſir, XC, 


+. Ts END 
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